STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
the metazoan body has been a social entity for some
tone. Sexuality is therefore a kind of luxury, appear-
ing at a late date, as a special modification of social-
economic relations. Sexual love is a modified economic
relation. Altruism, for example, is not, when exhibited
socially, the result of an identification of one's self
with die loved one, and therefore a special form of
sexual love, as Freud suggests. Altruism, in its primitive
and basic form of the sacrifice of one individual for
others, appears long before sexual love, as part of the
economic process of metabolism in the cells of the
human body, unconnected with sexuality. But con-
saous altruism in a human being is not just the un-
conscious * self-sacrifice ' of a white corpuscle. It is a
new quality, based on an old quantity. And sexual
love is a new quality, differentiated out of the simpler
socio-economic relations that preceded it.
Differentiation implies a difference. Although sexual
love as a late development of socio-economic relations,
gathers up within itself the qualities of its basis, it also
contains something distinctively new. Sexual love is
not a luxury, existing only for itself, but it returns
again into the social relations from which it sprang,
making them different to what they were. And, so
changed, they in turn feed more richly the new thing
rooted in them. Both reflect light on each other, for
it is plain that sexual love, basically a chain of simple
spinal reflexes, as shown by experiments on decere-
brate guinea-pigs, has in humanity attracted to itself
a number of economic relations and become enriched
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